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CORRUFTIUN 1 BECOUIMY

During ithe period under review there are several radio ard presa: attacks age inst,
corruption irn industry and agriculture. Although theﬁ'; of pubhc_‘ property is
frequently discussed in the conlext of counter -revolutionary act}vities and 11§k?d
with polisical vipgiiance, it appears that the ma jority of the crimes are x}ot of a
poiitical nature, Oblique references to the malefactors appearing 1in feuilletons
and other press ilems {not Broadcast) mention tnat the motivat%on Js_ to.?mass
private fortunes and live better. A1l official strictures against lue ulegs?l
acquisitiorn of sovialist properiv are directed not so much against'peroetrat..mn or
perpeirators of the crime 2s againét che approprdate Party and Sovict offic ials
for tieir faiiure to forestall such criminal activities,

A btroadcast trom “roskurcv (3 February) quotes a RADTANSKE PODYL1A article by ti.e oculast
chief of wne .57 ce Admar stiration which appeals to the courts and prosec:.tion Organs
to intensify “heir activities against squanderers of socialist property. The

average citizen, [t is clalimed, si1ill fails to realize that socialist property

is wsaered and inviolanle and must therefore be safeguarded "like tne pupil of one's
eye" {yek zinytsyn oka), vt local officials have not done much to maxe such a8
realigution possibie. There is too much "carelessness, lightheadedness, dawdpng,
repotism and supp-ession of criticism' emong tnose who siould be fighting against
sucn manifestations. The courts are therefore urged to mete out "severest
punishment" for the slightest infringement of t:ne rules for safeguarding sccialisy
property. Arother suggesited method of dealing with the theft of public property

is "to ereate impossible conditiona" for such criminal activities, but that point

is not elatoreted. LITFRARY GAZEITE (7 Fetruary) reveals that a complaint made by
one of its readers in Ashkhatad about wholesale squandering at the Republican
Admiristr  tion of Auxili~ry Raw Materials (Giavvtorsyrya) has stirred the Turkmenian
Council of Miristers into action. An investigation established that raw materials
and State funds had been disappesring as fast as they could be obtained. Some of

the Administirstion's high officials have already been removed from taeir posis Aanc
others are .11l under investigation,

’ -

Corruption in rurlmenistar. on a larger scale is discussed in PRAVDA {373 February;

by Cerwral Coxmitiee Secretary Bavavev, Thievery and a2ll sorts of abuses, he says,
will coniinue a: ioag as "urchecked" /neproverennie) people are admitted to the ranks
of *he Commurnist Party. People of dubious political and executive qualifications, n¢
intimates, canmot te expested to "select honest and trusted people" for important
jobs. The sshkhabad agricultural rayon is a case in point, but not an "isolated"
case;

Witvh the krnowledge and sometimes on the direct
recounendazion of "the rayon farty Committee;
dishonest people and squanderers of public
property are frequénily appointed chairmen.of
collective faras, !
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. vedoma, & inogdd po pryamoy rekomendatsii raykoma,
presedateiyami kolkhogov v ryade sluchayev vydviga-
yutsya medobrosovestrie lyudi, raskhititeli obschest-
vennoy sobsiveanosti,

The marnagement of the Karabogazsulfat (gas and sulphate combine) nad been covering
the huge losses it sustained with funds belonging to the State, and to cover taat
illegal practice it resorted %o the inclusion of '"non-existent production”
(nesushchestvuvashechuyu prodakisiuj in its reports. "A sort of mutual amnesty"
(svoego roda vzainmpaye amnistia) is said to exist among the ofticials of the
Ashkhabad railroad: they tend to overlook each other's mistakes and criticism

is practically urknown among them.
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Thus \;t was krnown that the former chief |of the freight service, Urkhanyan, had teen
engagTing in illegal activities and tampering with State funds, but far from calling
him to account, his colleagues "encouraged his anti-State activities" (pooshehryali
ego a:njtigosudarstvennie deistvia). ’ .-

Polit}ica] rearsightedness (politicheskays bligorukost) is, according to IZVESTIA
(11 Felbruary), a godsend to sll parasites and thieves who would despoil the State
at thfe‘ first opportunity. Just what suc;h "eriminal negligence" in the employment
of engzutives may lead to is cited in ’t.hg case of the Central Machine-Building
Administration of the USSR Railroad Ministry. A certain comrade Rosen, a man
without definite qualifications and a "rbrmer wrecker” (byvshiy vreditel), had no
dift‘ijc‘ul‘cy in obtaining an executive post in the mentioned organization as an
"expezj"}imeming engineer-mechanic." His experiments, however, turned out to be of a
different, kind: he organized a "gang oi| criminals" (shaike prestupnikov) and with
their complicity managed to rob the Administration of cver a million rubles.

Another phory engineer and "former crimi_hal" who wormed his way into:the

Turkmenien Food Ministry made off with 243,000 rubles' worth of products after a
short term of "service,"
‘ .
STALIN(‘SRADSKAYA FRAVDA (1l February) regretfully admits that "there are still people
in dur| society ... whose attitude does not reflect a concern for safeguarding
public.f‘ property." The paper goes on to éay that ingtances of theft have been disclosed
in industrial enterprises, collective ferms and partioularly in the oblast's retail
trade network-where "turn-over plans are | tampered with and law-breakers are snielded."
An uynspedified amount of communal property is reported to have been misappropriated
at thqiStalingrad city retail stores, anq cattle losses, presumably through
squandering, have been sustained by a number of surrounding collective farms,
The "Krasny Oktyabr" plant alone is said\to have lost "millione of rubles" im one
year c-xﬁ- @ result of waste and "mismanagement . '
The ex;;‘aosure of a gang of swindlers and embeszlers does not meen the end of
corrugﬂion, says RADYANSKA UKRAINA editorislly on 12 February: we must fight against
. the indolence (rotoziystvo) of our officials wnich is primerily responsible for
facilitating their criminal activities. ‘The paper reminds its readers of the
warnirxjg published in its 6 February issue against the eriminels who "built their
nests" [at the Kirovograd and Zaporozhye. o:blast grain-procurement organizations,
"« Many o;ﬂ them are said to nave been dismissed and punished but others evidently
*  are §til11 there since socialist property icontinues to disappear:

Suffice it to say that half of the 12 heads of the Kirovograd
Oblast granaries were at one time or other brought to eriminal
responsibility for erimes against the State.

Ukrainian version: .';
Dosyt skazaty, shchﬁ tut! sered 12 zaviduyushehikh komorami
rolovyma v rizniy, chas p%rytyag&lesya do kryminalnoy vidpo-
vidalnosti za zlochyny pered derzhavoy.

A tran$mission from Chkalov (13 February) quotes CHKALOVSKAYA PRAVDA as saying

that "ppe spirit of indolence and wool gathering" has not been banished from meny
of the;pblast organizations., Asserting that intensified political vigilance is an
indispensabie method of coping with the fincidence of embezglement and plundering
of pub};c property, the paper implicitly admits thet a lerge number of the crimes
are perpetrated by reople who have not been freed from "private property tendencies®
(chastno-sobstvermicheskie- tendentsii), .f\ recent decree issued by the Belorussian
Financq Ministry requiring ell enterprises and organizations to submit to local
f'ine.ncq organs within a specified time, the necessary informetiom about their
personnel, production norms, wages and administretive expenses. :
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%ﬁhe object of this detailed registration is not stated but its importance is
jfmphasized ir the announcement “hat "administrative proceeding" (administrativnie
|mery) will be started agaimnst any organizatiocn which fails to comply with the

| mentioned order.

il

1h ZVYAZDA editorial Troadcaa* from Minsk on 14 February seys that some Party
ilorganigations--Moicdechno Oviasi, for example--tcould not care less" about ‘the
'{mplementation of directives from above or, for thet matter, about the - -
impiementation of their own decisions. Indeed some rayon committees are: krown
to bave adopted certain well-meaaing decisions at special meetings, but "failed
to inform" the rank-and-file amembers about them. The pdper refers to these
incideris *o support the contention <hat many Farty officials, admittedly
incompetent in Invra-Party affairs, cannot be entrusted with the supervision of

en

econoxic activities:

We 50111 have nceperoas business executives who think
rhat the er-erprises .inm their care do not telong to A”
the State tu~ are their privete property ... Swuch cases
accurred in several .ocalities of Vitebsk Cbiast.,

A report frox Kiev (15 February) teliis of a recemt plenary session held by the
obilast Party Committee to look intc the matter of rgsafeguarding Socialist’
property" but doss rnot offer any.further detai.s. It is merely pointed out that
the head of +he Cnlast Industrial Roerd {Ob-prom-rada) insisted on the -
intensification of "social. control® over the work of trade and communal

feeding crgenizations and on “the struggle against spoilage and embezzlement ¥

AGRICHIT RF -

Prcper care ~i iivestock and mechanization are the two major topics and, implieitly,
the main chronic illnesses of agriculture. The two reasons usually cited for the
almost uniform slow progress of the stock-breeding industiry are - imadequate and
{nsufficient winter quariers azd lack of fodder, The latter shortege; incidentally;
is attributed largeiy to fauity distribution rather than to inadequate supplies.
Reviewing ~he livestock situa‘tion 1n the country as e whole, PRAVDA (3 February)
goes not see any cause {or optimism, particularly at +his time of the yesr:

»

) Litile fodder is being prepared; cattle sheds have mot
- heen repaired; ihe <eanding and feeding of cattle have
heer functioning tadly. Such a situation has arisern
in several otiasts of Kazakh SSR, in a number of rayons
of Sibteria, Sxzolensk, Vladimir, Tambov oblasts and in
Buryat Mongo-iax ASSR, .

Russ lan texte

Malo zagotovieno kormov, ne otremontirovany zhivotno-
Jodeheskie pameshchenin, plokho nalazheny ukhed za
skoton i ego kormlenie. Podobnoye polozhenie sozdalos v
nekotorykh sriactyakh Kazakbskoy SSR,; v ryade rayonov

. Siwiri;, Smolenskoy,. Vladimirskoy, Tambovskoy oblastey,

© Baryat-Mongolskoy ASSR.

|| Hint ing that reasons other than incompetence may aceount for the sorry state of’
affairs in the cattie industry, the paper stresses the necessity of assigning
"honest" farmers to work on the stock rarms. Another helpful suggestion offered
is to make greater. use of agricultural-specialists and veterinariéins by placing -
thgm'in charge of stockfarms and heeding their advice. ’
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KRASNY KIDGAN speaks editorialiy on 3 Fetruary of the "alarming <ituetion"
(trevozhnoye sostoyanie) revealed in the oblast cattle industry, particularly in
Mishkinslky Rayon where the teiementary rules for the care of livestock are being
ignored, I+ wcald not be too much e say, the paper adds, that a large number
of other rayons 2z ot mach more advanced than the apove-named orne. Wintering
comditiors are said 1O be especially bad in Katayevskiy, Dalmatovskiy,
Sehuschurskiv, yu:gmmvshskiy, Sverinogolovskiy and several other unnamed rayons:

sl U0

“

vodder is being issued only twice without being steamed.
ryemises for livestock are inadequate. A consideratle
~umber of cattie is left in the open too long. All these
. vacts lead to losses and & decreasing productivity of
S cattle, :
Yuriewvskiv and ITomakovskiy rayons are the worst in Dnepropetrovsk Oblast as far
as +he care of caltle is concerned, according to a ZARYA editorial- broadcast on
6 leviuiry. but wnat doss wmot mean that ihe situation in the other rayons is
much better. ‘Winter qQudriers for the iivestock are said to te boih inadequate
and inferior, par.icularly in the bvackward kollkhozes "of whicn tnere are many, "
and cattle produciivity has been the lowest inm years., The annuel miik yield per
cow, for example, has dropped to 1,000 liters as compared to %ue expected high
yiald of three !o four thousand. ZLow livesiock productivity has also been the
cbjext of a recen: discussion Ly .the Tadjik Centrel Party Commititee -8t I1ts
recent sessioi, according to a home service report froem Moscow on 7 February.
The Republic's A¢sdeny of Sciences and Agricultural Institute were sharply
criticized for tHeir faillure to eliminate the shortcomings in tie livestock- ¢
breedirng ipduosivy and Lo create an adequaie rodder base in tue iieputlic as a whole.
No further dewsils are offered, however.

Discussing the grave siwrtsomings in the livestock-wintering campaign,
CHKALOVSKAYA KOMNINA {2 February) suggests that the human element may have
gomething to do with them, There has been a greas deal. of - gust criticism of -%he
rsquender ing and silfering of fodder! (razrazarivanie i rasknischenie kormov) and
the "anti-meshanization mcod! (antimekhanizatorskie nastroyenia) of the stoek -
farmers, the parer points sut, but very little attention has been paid to theé
Wwelfare nf ine senple who, in the fimal azalysis, determine the guccess or
failure or s+ockbreeding.

imfortuneiely, there are many cases of underestimation

sometimes even reglectful attitude toward livestock-
eeding cadres. At some agriculsural artels tine
secessary cuitural avd living conditlons have not been
_reatved for koikhoznilks working at remote farms,

in many rayors o ¥a.uge Cblast the wintering of cattie "has not been organized
at ail," according o INAMYa (10 February}. Nor is the fodder preparation such

as to irspire Lt imisim since Little h&as been done to mechanize the work. The

paper name: tnres rayors--Rokouinskiy, Dobryninskly and Kuybyshev--where

"immediate Fart: anrention' is required 1o straighten matters out, bub admits

that ihiere a1e "many orhers" which are also lagging behind, Average oblast

figures "canroi s5at:sSty aryone” (nikogo ne mogut uwdovletvorit}, and that is
precisely lhe case with the Stalino Oblast livestock industry, says
SOUISIALISTICHES] £°0A% on 11 Tebruary, The obiast as a whole may nave iulfilled
ite stock-breedingy plans btun "the undeniable successes sheould not blind us to tne
serious shorrecomings™ still poted in a number of rayons. Thus in Alexandrovskiy,
Primorskiy, ¥rasnclimansky and Volodarski_ rayors the plan was fuliilled for every
type of animal except cows, while in Andreyevskiy, Slavyansk and Krasnoarmeiskiy
rayons the sheep-lreeding part of the plans remains unfulfilled,

UNCLASSIFIED
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As for the milk yieid, the failure is still more pronounced: the output in 1952 was
lower than in 1951, and there is no visible improvement this year.

‘Not More Sut Better Tractors Needed: Exiremely unsatisfactory is STALINSKY FUT's
editorin. versior (3 February) of the tractor-repair situation in Kustanai QObjlest,
Most. of the oblast machine-tractor stations are said to te unable to cope with
“their plans, and at least eight iof them are so slow that they are actually o
ntdisrupting the p-ens." All four mechine livestock-breeding stations "are lagging
behind inadwissibly," There ls no shortage of iractors or any other equipment,
the paper says, but since & large part of the machinery is always under repair
there is a shortage of serviceable tractors, combines aend other mechines,
STAVROPOLSXAYA FRAVDA (4 February) speaks of numerous MIS which "unduly delay”
the signing of contracts with kolkhoges, signing them "in en off-hand manner" and
leave ont certain stipulations that should te included. A similar complaint is
voiced by KOMMINA (3 February) which says that many MTS officials s8till do not
realiize +hat “"contracis between machiine-tractor stations and collective farms are
jnviolable la¥." 1n at least four rayons such coniracts were concluded "only
after great delay,™" and after they were concluded "a formel attitude was taken
toward their fulfillmernt," }

. |
RADYANSKA UKRAINIA (5 February) lis criticel of the technical aspect of )
agricgiture by declaring thet 7in the ®~rwh14in as a whole the repair of tractors and
trailing e crevt is lagging behind" (v tsilomu po respublitsi remont traktoriv
i priiuyimogo remanentu vidstaye). One third of the Hepublic's tractors, mostly of
the Liesel type, have not been made ready for field work, and the same applies to
the other "inventory" ‘remanent) and trensportation facilities, Eighteen MIS
ave far hehind the repair plans ir Izmail Oblast alone. The shortage of serviceable
LoAshors 18 responsiblie ziso forf the failure of the autumn plowing pian in Odessa,
Poltavs, Nikoiayewv, Sumy o»nd Lvov oblasts. And this whole business is further
aggravated vy the fact that even the overhauled machines do not come up to
expectations: “Tie quality of the repair work 1s low; certain machines have to be
overhauled again" {Yakisl reuwontu traktoriv nyzka; deyaki mashyny freba stavytly
na povtoruiy remont). Whdt KADYANSKA UKRAINA had to say about the state of,
agricuitural equipment in the Ukraire is repeated almost verbatim a week later
(13 February) by IVZAZDA in a review of Belorussien agriculture:

i

(37!

|
The MTS of the Repudlic as a whole did not cope with
+he tasks assigned them, The productivity of avallable
tractors is as|a rule low. Numerous MIS did not fulfill
their contracts with collective farms ... The standard of
machine repairs in many stations is low, which leads in turn
1.0 numerous breakdowns.

| ,
Agricuitural (narter Violatioms, such as 1ilegal acquisition of land and other farm
property, -ampering with the indivisible funds, payroll abuses etc. are stilil
frequentiy referred tv in the press but only two sources discuss them on the radio.
A broadecast from Kishirev (5 February) quotes from a speech of Chairman of
Moldavia's CowiofT of Ministers Rud in which he stated that the main reason

behind the poor performance of the Hepublic's machine-tractor stations is the
nviolation of the cojlective farm statute" {narushenie selkhozustava)., He did

nét elavorate on “he point, A MOLOT editorial broadcast from Rostov on 15 Febraary
says that the enemies of the collective farm system, the usual reference to statuie
violators,. «re stili active in the obiust, In several unnamed rayons "{ortunes®
(bogatstva) are suill being madé from communal funds, mismenagement of labor day
peyments and other viclations of the agricultural code. It is revealed that a number
of orf‘ic:ials have aiready Leen gpprehended and "severely punished" (strogo

pakazany! bar the ¢rime has not yet been eliminated:
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Severe violations of th# code have recently been

discovered in Alexandroyskiy Rayon ... Code
violations are occurring also in a number of other:
|

rayons, ‘

The followin,. exiracis from broadcasts are typical of all the regionel - .
conpiaints avout the fechnical progress of agriculture durimg the period under

N
PR R PR

review.

7 Februiry -~ Large number of machine-iracior gtations ... have not yet

repsired ever. one half of their macnines! ... It is necessary to train 750 tractor

drivers; however, only 319 are preparing {. this work (KALININGRADSKAYA PRAVDA);
| .

L Februery--In many machine-tractor szat;}ions tractor-repair work and repair of
other mochirery and equipment is extreme]ly unsatisfactory ..., out of 60 people who
~+ 13 pe e neen detailed for technical studies by kolkhoz leaders, only 6 took

e lourse (MOLOT editorial);

. : |
s -1+ :3 Lrportant to make sure now that tractors are not allowed to

fieid work because of ‘poor repairs ... as they were in former

fyh CNOTORA editorial);

‘

|
.t - -There are many MTS ih the oblast, however, which use tractors,. comb ines
crrica.tural machinery unsatisfactorily, allowing delays and a low
work, Tnis has led to a lag \at a number of Xkolkhozes (Report [rom Sumy) ;
.+ -ten machine-tractor stations have so far repaired not more taan one -half
 .ator. . ihe training of tractor-drivers has not yet begun (troadcast

|

| .
c¢ oysiem" of Income Distribution among collective farmers is discussed
7Oh article by V. Chuvikov jon 10 February (not broadcast), For the

»: taose who might have misundez%stood the part of Malenkov's Congress speech
. niricaitural production, the author reiterates thet the distribution of
. kind anong individual collective farmers, while an important matter; in
. . not to be rated on a par with the farmers' obligations to the State., In
L 1ne debts to the State must be paid and various "communal funds'
- crea-ed before any of the produce is distributed among the farmers. At
oo oer .o+, it 18 recalled meny 2ollective farms- were found to have insufficieat
. indivisitie seed and fodder funds etc.--and remained indebted to the State

~1 to aeliveries in kind because of the incorreet practice (nepravilnaya
w0 of distributing the surplus pﬁoducts among thelir members too soon.

v7 0f thing is not to be repeated ir 1953 since under the "progressive system
~me distribu*ion" (progressivnaye sistema raspredelenia dokhodov) priority is
5 *ne requirements of the State and the community (that is, the collective farm)
sve {5 me niken care of before the remuneratiom of individual farm workers can be
c&.idered. Thus the first on the priority list are the preseribed deliveries to the
. «iiis .5 rollowed by the specified deductions for the indivisible and other
Conmansl faeas {opshehestvennie fondy) and paymentS on loans acquired fram the State.
rewaining Lie-acial and material funds are then distributed among the farmers
rictly according to" (v strogom so,ottjretstvii) the number of work days put in by
n individual and the proportionate yields in terms of farm and animal products
. ©is work has produced, |

|
i
!
|
|
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s "progressive" method of distribution apparently is designed to maké the
fare of the farmer entirely dependent on the progress of the collective
system and the State as a whole, That much may be inferred from
11:0 v'g criticism of the previous practice of distributing farm surpluses
tely after the payment of State debts on the basis of the number ot‘
ys worked“by each farmer: ‘

[

LA

This incorrect px‘actice of distributing almoat all material
and financial income, according to work days, after the
obligations to the State have been met iz a hindrance to
the development of pu'blic eConomy ... »

* -
&uﬂs ian text: ‘

Takaya nepraviinaya praktika, kogda posle vypolnenia

. gosudarstvennykh cbyagatelsiv pochti vse naturalnie i
deneghnie dokhody raspredelyeyutsya na trudodni, tormozit
razvitie obshchestvennogo khogaistva ...
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